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B o In the history books, Commencement 2007 will stand-out as the first in which VCSU recognized students
e | ,.;; ;’*_ graduating with Master’s level credentials. But within the Class of 2007 are many more individual stories of hard

= work paying off, accomplishment, and bright futures.
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5 Dr. Chaffee “Woman of the Year”
Of course, we know Dr. Ellen Chaffee as the innovative, energetic and visionary president of VCSU, but the rest of
the world also values her work in other areas. Join us in congratulating her on being recognized as “Woman of the
Year” by the North Dakota Women’s Network.

7 Making VCSU and Education a Family Tradition
Producing quality teachers has been the foundation of VCSU’s mission for over 100 years, and sometimes, our
graduates make it as much a passion of theirs as it is ours. Meet Tami Rocheleau ‘07 and her family, in which the
parents, the sisters, and their husbands have all been graduates of VCSU and gone on to careers as North Dakota
educators. We're still working on the grandchildren!
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This issue of The Bulletin has lots of news from the Athletics department including announcement of the latest
Hall-of-Fame inductees, a warm welcome for B.J. Pumroy as our new Athletic Director, and best wishes for
departing Viking icons Cory Anderson and Doug Peters.

15 VCSU Alum Leads Laptop Initiative
A core of our educational philosophy is that technology brings important enhancements to the learning
experience. Now, alumnus Allen Burgad '89 is in the thick of an initiative of his own making to bring technology
and laptops to the students of Northern Cass school.

ON THE COVER Twelve students from our new online Master of Education pro-
gram participated in Commencement ceremonies, becoming the first Mas-
ter’s level graduates in VCSU'’s history. They had plenty of praise and thanks
for the faculty, many of whom they were meeting face-to-face for the very first
time after working online with them for two years.
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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

A« \ Beginnings and Endings

“‘ d Ellen-Earle Chaffee, President

This time of year, memories of recent Commencement exercises are still
fresh in our minds as we get busy preparing for another academic year. It is the tremendous value it offers to his students. He appears to be doing
natural that this is an occasion to reflect on both our past accomplishments an outstanding job, and we wish him and everyone at Northern Cass school
and the exciting things ahead. the best!

Education is a recurring theme in this issue of The Bulletin. In our special As we often do this time of year, we are seeing several VCSU icons retire
section on Commencement 2007, we recognize the first graduating class of after many years of service. We try to put the spotlight on these individuals
our new online Master of Education. We took in this publication both to recognize their
special steps to celebrate these graduates contribution but also because so many readers
both because we are so proud of them and of this magazine will have fond memories of
because of the historic nature of this occasion: the role these people played in their college
VCSU was founded as a ‘teacher’s college’
over 100 years ago, and the accomplishments
of our M.Ed. graduates are proof of our ability
to take this mission to a higher level. | felt
a tremendous amount of personal pride as
| observed the hooding ceremony -- a new will be sorely missed. Also stepping off the
tradition that will become a staple of future Commencement exercises at Viking ship is Athletic Director Doug Peters, who has started a new role with
VCSU. All of us should share this pride, particularly the faculty and students of Minnesota State University Moorhead as its Athletic Director. Both have made
our School of Education and Graduate Studies. important contributions to VCSU and have touched the lives of many of our

This issue of The Bulletin also describes other important accomplishments students and athletes, and they will be missed.
related to our mission as a teacher’s college. The Higher Learning But we welcome as our new Athletic Director B.J. Pumroy, who comes to
Commission accepted our progress report on the implementation of the us from Truman State University in Kirksville, MO. He should be starting in
Master’s program, effectively completing the approval process. Then, we were his new role right about the time this issue of The Bulletin is delivered to your
awarded a $574,000 grant for master’s-level curriculum in library information mailbox, and we look forward to his leadership taking Viking athletics to the
technologies. Growth of our master’s program certainly shows no sign of next level. Our new baseball coach is Casey Olney, who was promoted from
slowing down. within our own ranks.

Commencement always makes me think of the exciting things ahead for With all of these developments, | am left feeling tremendously grateful both
our graduates, and this issue of The Bulletin also describes many of the for the contributions made by all those departing and for the new energy,
ways our alumni are “changing the world.” Allen Burgad '89, who is now the enthusiasm and ideas of those who are joining us. | encourage all of you to
Superintendent at Northern Cass school, is leading a laptop initiative that in stay in touch - good things are ahead as the VCSU story continues to unfold!
many ways mirrors our own. Over ten years into our experience, we can attest

to the challenges he faces, the obstacles he must overcome, as well as

With all of these developments,
I am left feeling tremendously grateful

both for the contributions made by all those — ePenence.
departi d for t o husi Athletics has also seen notable changes.
eparting and for the new energy, enthusiasm o angerson '89, who has been with VCSU

and ideas of those who are joining us. first as a student-athlete and most recently as

a coach and administrator has moved on and

Annual Recognition
Donor Luncheon

The Valley City State University
Foundation Board held their annual
recognition luncheon on Monday,
June 18t at the Town and Country
Club in Valley City.

The luncheon provides the
Foundation Board an opportunity to
honor individuals and businesses
for their levels of lifetime giving
to the University. Special guests

Donors recognized for achieving
a new level of giving during this past
fiscal year were:

Regents Level

($25,000 - $49,000)

MDU Resources Foundation
Jerry '74 and Marie '74 Topp

Footbridge Level

($500,000 - $999,999)

included incoming North Dakota Ardis McCready "47

University System Chancellor Bill
Goetz and his wife Marian, and
Gary and Connie Tharaldson. In

. . addition, individuals who have
Ellen Chaffee, VCSU President; Connie and Gary Tharaldson; and George Gaukler, . .
VCSU Foundation Board President. Gary and his wife Connie have donated over J.0|ned.the VCSU_ Lega.cy Society by
one million dollars to the VCSU Foundation. The Tharaldson’s were presented with including VCSU in their estate plan
a photo of the VCSU Footbridge in recognition of their gift to the university. were recognized.

Clock Tower | Level
($1,000,000 - $1,999,999)
Gary ‘67 and Connie Tharaldson

Legacy Society
Leila Whitinger '63
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Alumni
Association
Requests Award
Nominations

Your Alumni Association is
requesting nominations for the
various awards presented by the
association. The awards include
the Distinguished Alumnus
Award; the Alumni Service Award;
Certificate of Merit Award; and Hall
of Fame Award. Each and every
year, your association recognizes
members who have excelled in
their professional careers, provided
extraordinary service to their alma
mater, or achieved noteworthy
honors. In most cases, the awards
are presented during the annual
Homecoming festivities.

For a complete summary of
the awards, including criteria,
nomination forms and past
recipients, visit alumni.vcsu.edu
and click on “Awards.” According
to Larry Robinson, Director of
University Advancement, “We are
very fortunate to have so many
outstanding success stories in
education, coaching, business,
and a host of other professional
careers. Our graduates have been
very competitive in their chosen
fields. Your association wants to
hear about these extraordinary
accomplishments. We encourage
your nominations. Our alumni make
us proud!”

Although nominations are
accepted throughout the year, those
nominations that are received prior
to September 1St will be considered
for recognition during the 2007
Homecoming festivities scheduled
for September 22, 2007.
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Fortunately...

by Janis Wallender, Alumni Board President

Optimism vs. pessimism... a hard concept for young Fortunately, we offered an opportunity for alumni to

and old. One of my favorite books is called “Fortunately” “dig in and clean out” at VCSU. Unfortunately, we had
by Remy Charlip. It gives teachers an opportunity to to cancel “We're Back, Giving Back” because of a lack
present these concepts. And today, it provides a format of interest. Fortunately, Alumni Board members had the

opportunity to spend a day going

through what my family may

for my article.
School is out for summer! Fortunately, it’s never too late
for you to reconnect with lost
alumni, to stay connected as
alumni, to offer your service on
the alumni board, or to connect
a new student with our great

Valley City State University.

Fortunately, that’s an exciting refer to as clutter, but | refer to as

phrase for many people. “artifacts.” Unfortunately, we didn’t
Unfortunately, there are those who get to reconnect with other alumni
suffered the disappointments of in the process.
learning that their names were Fortunately, we will have the
on the summer school lists, those opportunity to reconnect with
who worry about where they are many of you this fall at VCSU’s
going to get at least one good Homecoming. Unfortunately, some
meal a day, those who now have to pay for childcare as of you won’t be able to make it. Fortunately, there are
they continue working at their year-long jobs. other ways to reconnect, i.e. the VCSU alumni website:
Fortunately, |, for one, didn’t have any of the above alumni.vcesu.edu.
disappointments. Unfortunately, | have the “exciting Unfortunately, my term of office is up. Fortunately, I've
opportunity” to “dig in and clean out!” Fortunately, | think enjoyed being your Alumni Board President. Unfortunately,
of myself as a collector of artifacts. Unfortunately, my | can’t serve a second term. Fortunately, | am able to turn
family refers to me as “the queen of clutter.” Fortunately, the office of Alumni President over to a very capable Mike
summer gives me the time to search through my artifacts Hangaard.
(a.k.a. clutter) to decide what is worth keeping, what Preferring to be an eternal optimist, I'll end with...
is worth sharing with others, and what | might want to fortunately, | feel blessed to be a graduate and alumni
store away so that | can go through it again next summer. of VCSU. Fortunately, | had this splendid opportunity
Unfortunately, | haven’t been offered help as a candidate

for HGTV’s “Mission: Organization.”

of serving on your alumni board and serving as
your president. ¢

2006-2007 VCSU Alumni
Board of Directors

2006-2007 Foundation
Board of Directors

PRESIDENT FOUNDATION REPRESENTATIVE
Janis Wallender '77 Dave Bass '77
1ST VICE PRESIDENT PAST PRESIDENT
Mike Hangaard '77 Jim Ukestad '78
2ND VICE PRESIDENT

PRESIDENT  TREASURER
George Gaukler '62 Steve Welken '97
VICE PRESIDENT  SECRETARY
Tres Christiansen '80 Jan Stowman

Missy Vollmers ‘89

Coleen Asche '86
Brian Griffin '69
D.C. Lucas '96

Dan Mimnaugh '75
John Monilaws '87

John Olstad '93

Bruce Stein '77

Del Stein '73

Rae Ann Vandrovec '75
Mike Zick '97

Dave Bass '77
DuWayne Bott '58
Ray Braun

Dr. Ellen Chaffee
Dick Gulmon
Scott W. Handy

Dee Jensen '66
Matt Pederson
Mary Simonson
Casey Stoudt Jr.
Jerry A. Topp '74
Mark Finstad

Congratulations to the Class
of 2007! Another year is history
here at Valley City State University.
On May 12, VCSU held its annual
Commencement exercises. A total
of 175 undergraduate degrees were
awarded on this special day. To add
to the excitement, VCSU awarded its
first master’s degrees to a class of
15. What a historic moment! What
a special day! To fully appreciate
and capture the excitement of the
day, one would have had to be in
attendance. A packed Vangstad
Auditorium, excited graduates,
emotional families, and the
traditional sounds of VCSU’s own
Paul McDaniel,’73, playing the alma
mater on the old organ, set the
stage for a day to remember.

Yes, Commencement 2007
was truly A Moment in History.
As a long term staff member,

Commencement always touches

on my emotions. It represents both
the culmination and the beginning.
Some of the graduates of 2007 have
been working on their degrees for
many years. Others took classes part
time, and worked full time, to support
a family at home, and pay for college
costs. Others had worked full time
while carrying a full time academic
load. Some spent five, six, even ten
years or more to realize a dream. With
diploma in hand, the stage is set for
the next chapter in their lives.

The sight of all of our graduates in
full academic gown, on the beautiful
McFarland front lawn, with the famous
chimes playing from the historic clock
tower, is touching, to say the least.

To see moms and dads, sons and
daughters, grandmas and grandpas,
and so many others gathered

to celebrate the excitement and
achievement of the day is a special
sight in and of itself. Hugs, tears,

A Moment in History

by Larry Robinson 74, Director of University Advancement

hand shakes, and smiles, ruled
the day. For some, it is on to work
in their chosen field. Others will
pursue graduate studies. For many,
careers will take them far from
Valley City and VCSU. Some may
never return to their alma mater.
Classmates will travel separate
directions, many will never see one
another again.

Good luck to the graduates of
2007. Enjoy this, your first issue of
The Bulletin. You are now alumni
of Valley City State University. We
hope to hear from you often. Keep
us posted on the developments in
your careers and families. Notify
us of changes in your employment
and address. Attend our alumni
sponsored events. Finally, VCSU
is your alma mater. We hope
you come home often. We will
miss you! ¢

Valley Bity State University

presents

The Offcial University
Collegiate Ring

Size Celestrium 10K Gold 14K Gold

(top of ring)

Small: 5/16" x 7/16” $220
7/16" x 9/16” $220
Large: 9/16” x 11/16” $230

Medium:

Ring Side Choices: 2 or 3 letter degree
Year date
Plain sides (not available with Celestrium)

$365 $433
$381 $465
$395 $497

Inside Engraving: Small-15 Sp. Medium-20 sp. Large: 20 sp.
Encrusting in Garnet Stone Matches Ring Color

For more information or to purchase:

Dave Cross, Balfour » 701-255-4626  dgrblu@btigate.com

Prices subject to change.

James G. Lade

James Lade
was a teacher
in the Division
of Science at
VCSU from
1956-1977.
The classes
he taught
included
Botany, Plant Taxonomy,
Microbiology, Field Ecology,
Comparative Anatomy,
Environmental Science, and
Mycology. He also offered a course
in Conversational Norwegian.

He was born in 1914 and
received a two-year teaching
certificate from Moorhead State in
1934. His teaching career began
with rural schools in Fosston, MN,
Tenstrike, MN, and Blackduck, MN.
In 1935, he became a licensed
radio amateur beginning a hobby
with ham radio that would span the
next 70 years. An accomplished
musician, he played violin, clarinet,
piano, and organ in a variety of
capacities including the Moorhead
State orchestra, the Grand Forks
Symphony Orchestra, and many
civic and church events.

During his teaching career
he influenced many students at
VCSU who would enter fields such
as medicine, forestry, mortuary
science, and especially high
school science teaching. Since his
specialty was botany, he enjoyed
gardening, planting trees and
growing plants indoors. He also
collected specimens and took
photos of plants and mushrooms in
the summer for use in his classes
in the fall.

Thomas Kleppe

[ v Thomas

"/ - | Kleppe, who
) attended

#ms - VCSCin 1937,

i received

= )8 the VCSU

‘/. Distinguished

A’

i
. Service Award
in 1976. The
many roles he served in life included
a Warrant Officer during World War
I, Mayor of Bismarck, President and
Treasurer of the Gold Seal Company,
United States Congressman,
Administrator of the Small Business
Administration, Secretary of the
Interior under President Gerald Ford,
and faculty member at the University
of Wyoming. He passed away
March 2, 2007 in Bethesda, MD.



HLC Accepts Progress Report
on M.Ed. Implementation

The Higher Learning Commission (HLC)
has accepted VCSU’s progress report on
the implementation of our online Master of
Education program and non-program graduate
courses, representing the completion of the
HLC approval process.

The progress report was recommended by
the focused team whose visit was instrumental
in the HLC'’s initial approval for VCSU to offer
the Master of Education degree in October,
2005. The recommendation suggested that the
progress report be completed by June 1, 2007,
and include program materials for the M.Ed.
concentrations in Teaching and Technology
and Technology Education, an update on the
credentials of the graduate faculty and Chair
of Graduate Studies, evidence of the use of
assessment data to improve student learning,
and evidence of the development of research
protocols to support graduate-level programs.
VCSU faculty and staff prepared the progress
report and submitted it in April.

In its analysis of the report, the HLC noted
that VCSU has taken important steps in the
development of the graduate culture at the
institution, including reorganizing the Division
of Education into the School of Education and
Graduate Studies, recognizing the Graduate
Council as a standing committee of the Faculty
Association, stabilizing key administrative
areas after a period of turn-over, and
establishing an administrative unit to handle
non-program graduate courses (‘Extended
Learning @ VCSU’).

The HLC’s next comprehensive evaluation of
the institution is scheduled for 2011. Until then,
no further reports are required. ¢

Don Hoff
Recognized as
2007 Teacher
of the Year

The VCSU Student Senate recognized
Assistant Professor Don Hoff as Teacher of the
Year for 2007. The award is given annually to a
professor who shows dedication to the students
of VCSU through innovative teaching methods
and continued professional development both
inside and outside of the classroom.

Jeremy Hulderman, Teacher of the Year
Committee Chair, said, “Mr. Hoff is one of
those rare breed of people that have that little
something special it takes to lead, and to help
learn. He is dedicated, and committed to his
university, the students of it, and the craft
of teaching the field of science at Valley City
State University. He embodies all the great
characteristics of a teacher, but he goes even
beyond that. One of his students wrote, ‘even
though we are deep within a subject area, he is
able to lighten the mood, and that helps bring
everyone back to focus.”

Hoff is on the faculty in the Division of Math,
Science, and Health & Physical Education. He
has been with VCSU for five years teaching
courses in Chemistry, Earth Science/

Geology, and Science Teaching Methods,

and supervising science student teachers. Prior
to joining VCSU, Hoff spent over 20 years as a
secondary science teacher in North Dakota and
the Marshall Islands, and spent one year working
for NASA. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree
in Chemistry from Dickinson State University,

a Master of Science degree in Earth Science/
Science Education from North Dakota State
University, and has completed extensive post-
graduate work. @

Corrections:

The March, 2007 issue of The Bulletin
attributed a guestbook entry to Justin Klein '04,
however, the entry was not written or submitted
by Justin Klein.

The March, 2007 issue of The Bulletin ran
a photo of VCSU alumni who serve as North
Dakota legislators with an error in the caption.
The photo and the corrected caption are
provided here.

4 Valley City State University

VCSU Alum Legislators: FRONT Representative Joe Kroeber '65, Representative John Wall '70,
Representative Ben Vig '06, Representative Clark Williams '64, and Representative Ralph Metcalf.
BACK Representative Phillip Mueller '68, Senator Joan Heckaman ’'67, Representative Edmund
Gruchalla '75, Senator Bob Horne '59, Senator Larry Robinson '71, and Representative Chet Pollert '77.

ND Women’s Network Names
Dr. Ellen Chaffee “Woman of the Year”

The North Dakota Women’s Network named Dr.

Ellen-Earle Chaffee “Woman of the Year” at the
organization’s first annual meeting, training and
award dinner held June 15 in Fargo, ND.

In presenting the award, Renee Stromme,
Executive Director of the ND Women’s Network,
said, “Dr. Chaffee is well-known for her
phenomenal leadership for women in higher
education and beyond. She has long been a
champion for women ever since her involvement
in advancing the Equal Rights Amendment in
North Dakota as a young woman. In those efforts,
she was a frequent and compelling speaker
on women’s equality at schools, community
groups, the state legislature, and on radio and
television. She was president of the North Dakota

Commission on the Status of Women and the first

Title IX Compliance Officer at North Dakota State
University. She continues to work for women,
especially through her focus on equal opportunity
for women in higher education.”

Dr. Chaffee has been president of VCSU since
1993, and also served as President of Mayville
State University from 1993 until 2002. The
universities were among the first in the nation
to integrate information technologies into the
teaching and learning processes. During her
presidency, VCSU has been named to the U.S.
News “Best College” list nine years in a row,

was featured in six national publications on
instructional innovation, won five national awards,
and received a number of highly competitive
federal and foundation grants. The American
Association of University Administrators and
Computerworld have recognized Dr. Chaffee’s
leadership, as have the Information Technology
Council of North Dakota, the Greater North
Dakota Association, and Preservation North
Dakota. Dr. Chaffee has been national president
of two major higher education associations and
served nine years on the national accrediting
board for pharmacy education. She has written
five books and many articles on strategic
management, quality, innovation, and leadership.
Her community service focuses on rural economic
development. She earned a Ph.D. in higher
education administration and policy analysis at
Stanford University.

The ND Women'’s Network serves for the
advancement of women in North Dakota in the
areas of health and well-being, employment and
earnings, reproductive rights, social and
economic autonomy, and political participation.
As leaders, the NDWN will serve as the catalyst
for improving the lives of women through
communication, legislation and increased public
activism. Additional information is available at
www.ndwomen.org. ¢

VCSU Retirees

Dean Karges 70 began
teaching at VCSU in
1972, and taught
hundreds of students
accounting - the
language of business.
In the past 35 years,
many of his students
took the knowledge

they received and used it to benefit a variety of
careers including CPA’s, Accounting teachers,
and Financial Advisors. Among his students, he
was known for his knowledge, ability to teach,
making classes enjoyable, and getting to know
students on a personal level.

2 2 4

Carole King

Jefferson '74,
Curriculum Librarian and
copy cataloger retired in
May after over 30 years
with VCSU. Carole was
instrumental in the effort
to automate the library’s
holdings as well as
developing and maintaining the Curriculum
Library collection at Allen Memorial Library.

L X X 4
-‘f‘ Judy Hoyt '76 has
- | been with VCSU for
over 30 years as an
Administrative Assistant
for the Dean of

Students and the Office
of Career Services.

2 2 4

Margaret Wieland ’57,
Associate Professor—
Communication Arts/

Social Sciences Division
and Reference Librarian at
Allen Memorial Library, re-
tired in June after 22 years
with VCSU. In her role as
faculty, she developed and
taught courses for the library minor in traditional
and online formats. As Reference Librarian,

Mrs. Wieland provided professional reference

and collection development services

for the university community.
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“I live in the Twin
Cities, and could
have had the pick
of many colleges
in the metro area.

But the online piece
was huge for me...
I did not want to
spend my time
commuting across
town in South
Minneapolis during
snow storms. This
has been a great

’/I

program for me!

many were meeting in-person for the first time.

RIGHT 14 M.Ed. students qualified to
participate in  Commencement,
12 of whom took advantage of the
opportunity. FRONT Natalie Boe, Dar-
cy Blegen, Dr. Joseph Bessie (VCSU
Vice President of Academic Affairs),
Dr. Ellen Chaffee (VCSU President),
Dr. Patricia Rogers (Dean, School of
Education and Graduate Studies),
Desiree Johnson, Kathy Lentz.
BACK Sara Etzel, Mark Langlie,
Gregory Heitkamp, Ryan Bilden,
Jason Simpfenderfer, Justin Foss,
Rhonda Rode, Mary Halvorson.

The master’s graduates were
invited to a recognition
breakfast in which they
were presented with
commemorative pins
featuring an aqua-
marine  (light blue,
according to academic
tradition, is the color
designated to represent
the discipline of Education)
and an inscription reading
“VCSU 2007 M.Ed.”

Sara Etzel,
West St. Paul, MN

ABOVE Commencement included a
“hooding ceremony” in which a piece of
academic regalia known as a “hood”
was placed over the shoulders of each
graduate as a sign of their scholarly
and professional achievement.

LEFT  “Non-Traditional  students,”

defined as anyone who does not fit

the model of a recent high-school

graduate going straight to college
and finishing in four years, have been on the rise at VCSU. Here are four such grads
in the Class of 2007. Jeremy Hulderman (returned to college after service in the
military), Cari Englin (works at Wells Fargo Bank in Jamestown while taking VCSU’s
evening classes), Melissa Nelson, and Donald Anton.

6 Valley City State University

The Class of 2007 included the first graduates from the new online Master of Education program which
received accreditation from the Higher Learning Commission during the fall of 2005. Though they have
spent considerable time throughout their studies interacting with the faculty and each other online,

ABOVE Naomi and Audra Karlin received
their diplomas as a mother-daughter
team. Naomi received her degree with
an Art Education major and Library
minor, and is continuing her educa-
tion at VCSU pursuing an Elementary
Education degree with a Reading
Endorsement. Audra received her
Bachelor of University Studies. Said
Naomi, “We started at different times,
and we really didn’t plan it that we
would finish together; it just worked
out that way. We are both very proud
of each other.”

held) and Addi .(_stand/ng in front). All have also had or plan on careers in educatlon in North Dakota

Making VCSU and Education a Family Tradition

The Rocheleau Family Shares Careers in Education and Great Memories of VCSU

Class of 2007 graduate Tami
Rocheleau joined good company
when she became an alum: her entire
family, including father, mother, both
sisters, and their husbands, are all
VCSU graduates, and all have been
teachers in North Dakota!

Tami’s parents are Jerry '76 and
Kathie (Morlock) '76 Rocheleau.
Since graduating, Jerry spent two
years in the 82nd Airborne Division of
the Army, then taught and coached
wrestling at Enderlin and Rolla. In
1979, he moved to Spring Lake
Ranch (north of Rugby) to become
a full-time rancher. In 2000, he was
inducted into the VCSU Hall of Fame
for individual wrestler and team.
Kathie, presently in her 15th year
as an elementary counselor, is in
the Rugby Public School System.
She was recognized in 2006 as the

North Dakota School Counselor
Association’s Elementary Counselor
of the Year.

Tami’s sister Heidi (Rocheleau)
Eckart '96 and her husband Chris
'96 live in Hillsboro and have
two children: daughter Addi (8)
and son Adyn (2). Heidi has been
teaching for eleven years, and her
current duties include coaching
junior high volleyball and teaching
art (she recently became highly
qualified with the help of VCSU’s
Department of Art) and elementary
physical education and coordinating
technology for the school. Before
Hillsboro, she was in Central Valley
for seven years coaching Junior
Varsity girls’ basketball and teaching
art, technology education, and
physical education, and serving as
the technology coordinator. Chris

began his career teaching three
years in Mandaree, ND, and is now
in the Hillsboro district with Heidi. He
teaches fifth grade and is the Head
Coach for boy’s and girl’s golf, and
elementary boys basketball. He is
also the Science Fair Coordinator, and
he hopes to complete his master’'s
degree in educational leadership
through NDSU in the fall of 2007.
Tami’s other sister Mistie '02 and
her husband Jason Holland '01 and
'06 live in Casselton. Mistie has just
completed her fifth year of teaching
kindergarten at Central Cass and
has coached junior high volleyball,
basketball, and track. Jason just
finished his first year of teaching at
Fargo South Campus Il and is the
assistant DECA coach. The couple
recently had their first child, Emery
Lyn. Mistie said, “Besides being a

great college, the teachers are what
really attracted us to VCSU. They know
you by name and truly care about you
and your education!”

As for Tami, she graduated
this spring with a double major in
Elementary Education and Physical
Education and a minor in Coaching.
She has been active in intramural
sports at VCSU and cheering on the
Vikings. “I loved it here. This is one
of the most beautiful campuses I've
ever seen.” Of course, she also is
planning a career in Education. “I
love kids... that is the main reason.”
She completed her student-teaching
assignment in Hillsboro with her
sister Heidi, and was also able to
gain experience coaching track and
basketball at both Hillsboro and Valley
City. She will begin teaching in Grafton
Public Schools this fall. ¢
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Grads Clean Up
in Science Olympiad

In March, VCSU hosted the Regional Science Olympiad, an annual
event in which 24 junior and senior high schools compete in dozens of
intriguing events such as Balloon Launch, Disease Detective, and Science
Crimebusters. The teachers who coach these teams spend countless hours
preparing both in their regular class work and in special preparation for this
exciting event.

VCSU alumni from the class of 2006 had a particularly impressive showing,
leading several teams that placed well in the competition. The Valley City
Junior and Senior High School teams won their divisions in the annual
Science Olympiad. Shown here (left to right) Kathryn Grueneich, Cynthia
Klabo, and Matt Nielson. Alums from the class of ‘06 who coached other
Science Olympiad teams included Matt Sche